Dear Vince, 



7/20/99 






Sorry the friend wlio had oeen so dependable when my wife and I «es in 
lioopitals or nursing homes failed to send you the Schrand inquest. Here it is, 

I guess it ms her excitement at graduating college, with all six of her kids 
in the audience. 

You did not enclose the two letters you said you sent. I may have forgotten 
them or they may not have reached me, Tliei-e were times when those who said 
tlioy'd talce our mail from the box failed to do so. 

I've also forgotten mucii of wJiat 1 told you. We have been havitig a fin'p 
01 it, hy wife Jiail gour major operations witliin six vjeek when slie was 86i 



hocember, I966, I was doing a talk show on KWkW when the man who had been in 
the iiarines with liiM phoned it) but did not want to taliv to me on tlie air, lie 
liad just started a business and feared ijublicity could hurt, X promised not 
to tiy to I'^am who he was and Itapt nTy word. He described a different 
Usiiald tl is portrayed in the WU stuff, a serious young mf>n viho liad a 
._ood head, was a pool sliark, luved classical music, particularly operas, and 
Was one of five in their outfit who had a OUYPTU clearance, (In WW II I had 
HdCoXi'i' clear nee and never heard of crypto.) In Los Angeles, from a woman 
who said she liud tiiat clotdrance, 1 learned that iW was a prerequisite. 

When I got Ixome from tiiat tiip I started clieclcuig wliat the man liad toli 
me. I think it was also tiiat Oswald was not gay, 1 checked tiiat with the geiy 
bartender of the gay bar tiiat was ovined by "Ha" Sawyer, who with iier son^ 
liad tile otliei" two apartments on the iloor of tlie building in which i'^arguerite 
liad the L-a*" apartments 011 Kxhliange Alley, Johnny iionaundi, tiiat bartender, even ' 
siiowed me wher tlie pool liall tiiat no longer exiJjted tiiat Oswald as a boy pre- 
feiredl The bar was called Tlie Society Page, 

In the volumes I found confirmation of Oswald likes in music and as I 
recall liia favorite oixsra was Tshailcovslty's 'i'iie <iJueen of Spades. Of which I'd 
never lieard. or, all that 1 remember aside from clearance tiiat the man told 
me ciiQckod out and was confizmed. 

On the clearance I'd known that the officer unde:^hom Oswald worked in 
tlie lyieoial radai* section in whioli he was testified tiiat Oswald liad at least 
S llC-m.T CLiiarance, iJame was Donovan, I went over all that I'iarine testimony and 
it is true tiiat five men liad tlie Mglier clearance, that Oswald Was one, that 
Schrand was another vtliey'd eiil taken advance training at Keesler field wliich 
^lisposed of all tlie r- cords other tliau how they did iuid Oswald did wellj and 

all testified that tliose five had at least a SoOiliii'i' clearance, Wiach does not 
exist ill the Navy's records. 




V%. 5 u ijcharjid killed ImnslGf he wi^a guarding that ciypto van. Sony the 
zeroies i was s;.nt of the body, etc., xeroxes instead of pictures are so poor. 
When 1 Was in the anny classified places coulu be entered only by those who 



liad tlie xJi'opGi' ceerance, as higli as the place had or higher than the place had, 
Tiiat is true of wliat was /juarded and who tlid guard duty. The guard Ijad to have 
the clearance tliat would pornit him to snter the buildin g he was guarding. In 



pract ise we generally guarded out own p^ ace. 

All five I of those with the IjigJier clearance went to Keealer for auvanced 
training together. The otlier tnree tootified and l tlireo said the clearance 
had to be at least 



*.diere is no tiuest?.on about Usuald being assigned to the crypto van that 
iiad been removed froiu the dock of tlie carrier. That required a ciypto clears 
rjice. The oul,, question can be, was TOJ^ tSoCkhT a ];^^ercquisite. X believed my 
spurce on that, 

Wliat is 6 ~ dd is tliat the Navy records included no security clearance for 
Usuuld as 1 remember it. Tiie first /Vavy cable after he defected said the 
records showed nane but lae could have had a confidential clearance, which is 
the lowuest. The ijBI's examxnation of those records includes no security clear- 
ance, 1 liave tliese recoi’da. 



It is also odd that the man accused of killing the ^rt-sident and who had 
to liave a liigh security clearuAfce for the work he did, at least CNYrTU, and 
who all those who worked with liim stated ubder oatli that had at least a secret 
clearance, has none iii liis Navy records. And if you for one minute thinir he was 
just another jerk wlio was farting around, read tlie testimony of honovan, under 
wlion he worked, and see wliat lie testified Oswald liad knowledge of. Not everyday 
^"^hf ^ lou Can get the extation as I recall i e 0 in NO. X quoted him, 
^ioriovan, in it. 

if you believe ^'hornley, after Oswald aas on his way out and wm no 
longer doing Oiam) aurrk at Santa Ana, he still had SBOilui clearance. 

Thei-e wad no loose writing on ray part, Vince, As you know what I have 
written is severely critical of ineuiy people and I wrote much, ten booky'^liat 
were published. Tliree times tiiat much as a record for liistory tiiat can't be 
publislied commercially. I’or all of that and after all tliese years A have not 
gotten a single phone call or letter from any of those of whom X was critical 
with a complaint that 1 was unfair or inaccurate. And after i tliese years 
hobody has shown me or coiiipgdained to me of any seiious error In my books*’. u 
Of the couple, and i lo^ran unly couple literally, the 
error but it v;as au error 1 iiad toicen verbatim from an i*iil 
»hon in tlie I’OIA lawsuitM the I'BI was playing dirty wl1 
1 did not file a lawyer’s pleading, which my lawyer. 




1st serious 




immune in it. I put myself under oath and I filed the allegation of FBI per- 
jury when it was most mate::ial and wiien 1 was under oath myself. The judge 
was not vary happy about it. He actually t>ireatened my lavfyBr, *^imm Leaar, ^ 
and me. And the Foil’s "defense” was to admit tliat I did not exaggerate! And 
they actually got away with that! They said 1 could make such c^^rges ad inf 
infinitim be cause knew juore aoout the assassination and surrounding oir- 
custances that anyone working lor the FBI! 

Much as it look like Oswald was some kind of agent for somebody X liave 
nit found a slired of evidence to supj^rt it and he never iiad an extra 
penny so he had no loot from being an agent. 

I have no had aoeeas to moat uf loy records since 19 y 3 nand had only 
limited access then. Thejjfere in t^.e basement and stairs are ^lazard for 
me. When I fell I cuuld not get up iniassistec^, either. Not then and not now. 

So I can't do the searching for the other records I refer to. I have a single 
file dra(/of Oswald v^cords in my offico and ^ kept the Schrand records tliere. 

I do not knov/ wliat i»ou arc working on and I'm not asking you to tell me 
but I do si^:^st that the chances of ruining your reputation when you deal with 
Uauald ind in terms of the official mythology can do that. Oswald, according 
to the actual official I'ecords, could not have Abed tliat rifle tliat day and 
the best shots the ilkA could give the Oommission, under infinitely better 
conditions, could not and did not duplic;.',te the shooting attributed to the 
duffer Oswald. There is no evidence tliat he .las, at tlio required time, on the 
^d.oor and there is evidence that if he had been lie could notiihave gotten 
to the lunch room befoi-e Baker. ^ 

One of the I'ienibera of the Oommission had a hi^i opinion of my work and 
encouraged r© until liis dying day, Uussell, did not believe the single- 
buJtet magic of the Ueport and tlie Oommission memory-holed the record he was 
ma,ici ng for history . I have a copy of the carbon of what lie prepared for the 
9/IB/54 executive session he forced and dankin and Marren saw to it tlpJt the 
court reporter would not be there. I iiave those reeprds, tpp, the Oommissions 
and the firm's. When I woj-ked for tli© Senate we used them and they were a 
very e,ood firm. Oswald was on the lirst floor and aside from official evidence 
which states tliat I have a picture or two proving that the man in the Altgens 
picture was not Bovelady. 

I'vw tried to be infonaative, Fleaso excuse the rush. 



